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We’re seven weeks into school, and this is the time when students are getting a hang of the
norms in each classroom.  Each class is different, but the general norms of respecting each
other, maintaining safe behavior, and cleaning up after oneself are common throughout.  Like
last year, there are also norms involving mask-wearing, limited eating and drinking in the
classroom, and which side of the hallway and stairs to use.  MHS students are well-known for
being responsible and respectful, so most of this has gone as smoothly as we could imagine.

There is one norm that has been a challenge for us, though, and that’s trying to keep our
students engaged with school when they are absent.  This is especially tricky because when
certain conditions are met, we are requiring students to stay home for several days at a time.
Our students who are absent for these stretches are much more likely to have missing grades
and failing assignments.  Some of these students are ill, of course, so the expectation is that
they can make the work up later.  For students who are out for other reasons, though, the
expectation is that they should still keep up remotely as much as possible.

When students want to keep up with what they’re missing at school, the best starting point is
Canvas.  Our teachers have been working to create a presence on Canvas, whether that is
through online lessons, a description of the class schedule, or a link to a different page such as
Google Classroom.  Teachers are updating these weekly.

From there, if students have any questions, it’s best to keep in touch through their Outlook email
accounts.  This is the same login and password as their Canvas accounts.  Both of these are
the same as their PowerSchool credentials except with @msd281.org added at the end of the
username and msd added at the beginning of their password. Please keep in mind that if there
is a discrepancy between the grades on PowerSchool and Canvas, it’s the grades on
PowerSchool that are official.  Communication is the first step to overcoming any obstacle, so
please let us know if your student is having any difficulty with keeping up with their schoolwork,
and we’re happy to help.

Diana Hicke, School Counselor for the Class of 2025, Class of 2022 A-G
Wes Andrews, School Counselor for the Class of 2023, Class of 2022 H-P
Charlene Jakich, Chair, School Counselor for the Class of 2024, Class of 2022 Q-Z
Kayce Gregory, Counseling Center Secretary

https://msd281.instructure.com/
https://outlook.office365.com/
https://outlook.office365.com/
https://ps.msd281.org/public/home.html
mailto:hicked@msd281.org
mailto:andrewsw@msd281.org
mailto:jakichc@msd281.org
mailto:gregoryk@msd281.org
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MHS Counselors visited seniors in Government classes on September 28th and 29th to
discuss senior business such as college applications, financial aid, and letters of
recommendation.  MHS counselors and Ms. Bafus in the Career Center are all here to work with
students on their plans for after high school.  Seniors, if you haven’t yet met with your school
counselor one-on-one this year, please schedule a time.  We’d be happy to talk with you
about your final 8 months of high school and how to plan for what’s next.  We want to meet with
all seniors individually sometime between now and Winter Break.

The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) opened for submission on October 1st.
This application is required for all students who want to be considered for any form of federal aid
in college, including work study, and is also required to be considered for many scholarship
opportunities.

Seniors should make sure to keep close track of application deadlines and whether there is a
separate scholarship application for their colleges of interest. Students can request transcripts
through their counselor or through our registrar, Colleen Robbins, by completing an MHS
Transcript Request Form.  Seniors can also ask Ms. Robbins about posting their SAT or ACT
scores to their transcript.

Dual Credit Registration has concluded for fall semester. We have 130 students taking over
200 courses this semester that will go on their college transcripts.  The deadline to drop without
penalty has passed, but students can still withdraw from Dual Credit courses by December 3rd,
though this is not ideal since it posts a “W” on their college transcript and also affects their
Advanced Opportunities funding.

Juniors and Seniors, if you’re looking at out-of-state colleges, make sure to check the list of
colleges and universities at the Western Undergraduate Exchange.  These western-state
institutions offer significantly discounted tuition for Idaho students.  This discount is not
dependent on income eligibility, but sometimes high school GPA is a factor, and applying early is
crucial.  Washington State University, for example, offers a WUE Award (“Distinguished Cougar
Award”) of $11,000 for students with a 3.4 and above as long as they apply to WSU by January
31st, 2022.  Not all colleges in the west participate in the WUE, and each can have different
criteria for the award, so let us know if you’d like any help researching more about the WUE.
Also, Palouse Pathways is hosting a virtual “WUE Fair” on October 27th at 5 P.M.

https://go.oncehub.com/mhscounselors
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://www.wiche.edu/tuition-savings/wue/wue-savings-finder/
https://www.wiche.edu/tuition-savings/wue/wue-savings-finder/
https://admission.wsu.edu/scholarships/scholarship-awards/cougar-award/
https://admission.wsu.edu/scholarships/scholarship-awards/cougar-award/
https://www.palousepathways.org/events/wue-fair
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The National Association for College Admission Counseling (NACAC) is hosting several Virtual
College Fairs this fall, and the next is Sunday, November 14th.  Nearly 400 colleges are
participating in these fairs, including Boise State University, Washington State University,
Eastern Washington University, Gonzaga University, and the University of Washington.  More
information can be found at https://www.virtualcollegefairs.org/.

The deadline for registering for an AP Exam is Monday, November 15, but the sooner the better
since there is a late fee of $40 registering after that deadline.  Students can ask their teachers
for join-codes.  Upon joining, students will automatically be registered for an AP exam.  If
students have joined but do not want to take an AP exam anymore, then they will need to tell
their AP teacher or Ms. Bafus. Students who are not in an AP class but still want to take an
exam can ask Ms. Bafus for a join-code. AP Exams cost $96 and can be covered by a
Student's Advanced Opportunities funding.  After they are registered, students will need to
request funding for their exams.

172 MHS students took the PSAT (Practice SAT) on October 13th.  If you have a sophomore or
junior who didn’t take it but would still like to, make sure they connect with Ms. Bafus in the
Career Center to be on our list for the makeup test on October 27th.  The PSAT can give
students an idea of strengths and needs for further development and help with targeted SAT
preparation.  For Juniors, the PSAT is a National Merit Scholar Qualifying Test as the top 1% of
test-takers per state may be eligible to participate in the National Merit Scholar competition.
More information on both the SAT and PSAT can be found here at the Testing section of the
MHS Counseling website.

The Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) is a free assessment available to any
sophomore, junior, or senior.  The ASVAB, which is especially useful for students who are
considering joining the armed forces, will be held on Wednesday, November 17th.  Students
must sign up in the counseling center by November 16th.

Juniors, now is a good time to start planning for the SAT and ACT.  The Idaho SAT day at MHS
is Wednesday, April 13th, and along with taking the SAT that day, you can think about when you
would want to self-register for a different SAT date or for the ACT.  Princeton Review is holding
an SAT Strategy Session on Tuesday, December 7th and an ACT Strategy Session on Tuesday,
December 8th.  Many universities are test-optional now, but a good score can still help your
chances for admission.

https://www.virtualcollegefairs.org/
https://mhs.msd281.org/parent__student_resources/counseling_center/testing/advanced_placement
https://mhs.msd281.org/parent__student_resources/counseling_center/testing/advanced_placement/advanced_opportunities_funding_instructions
https://mhs.msd281.org/parent__student_resources/counseling_center/testing/p_s_a_t
https://www.princetonreview.com/product/offerings/489625?z=10017
https://www.princetonreview.com/product/offerings/489626?z=10017
https://www.fairtest.org/university/optional
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ACT (MHS code 130415) Registration Deadline Late Deadline

December 11, 2021 November 5, 2021 November 19, 2021

February 12, 2022 January 7, 2022 January 21, 2022

April 2, 2022 February 25, 2022 March 11, 2022

SAT (MHS code 130415) Registration Deadline Late Deadline

December 4, 2021 November 4, 2021 November 23, 2021

March 2, 2022 February 11, 2022 March 1, 2022

May 7, 2022 April 8, 2022 April 26, 2022

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register
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An Idaho Food Bank School Pantry is conveniently located in the Moscow High School to help
you get food for your family for no charge.  We are thankful for our partnership with the Idaho
Food Bank and local donors.  To access the Food Pantry by appointment or for more
information, contact Diana Hicke or Kayce Gregory. Also note that all Moscow School District
students can get breakfast and lunch at school free of charge during this school year.

Our next Advisory Council meeting will be Thursday, October 28th at 3:15.  Our Advisory
Council is a group of stakeholders who would like to review and advise us on the
implementation of the MHS school counseling programs.  We have two Advisory Council
meetings per year.  Parents, students, staff, administration, and community members are
welcome to join.  Email Wes at andrewsw@msd281.org if you’d like to be a part of it.

Want to schedule an appointment with your MHS counselor? Students and parents can
sign up to meet with us to discuss individual planning, academic and college advising, or
personal concerns, and can request a meeting at: http://go.oncehub.com/MHSCounselors.

mailto:hicked@msd281.org
mailto:gregoryk@msd281.org
mailto:andrewsw@msd281.org
http://go.oncehub.com/MHSCounselors
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Question from an MHS student: Should I apply for college early?  Should I fill out the FAFSA
early?  Should I even do the FAFSA at all?

Answer: Probably, Probably, and Definitely!

We’re encouraging MHS students to work on applications during our College Application Week,
which will be November 1st, 2nd, and 3rd.  During that week, the Counseling Center and Career
Center will be available for students who want to get organized or make progress on their
college applications, FAFSA, or scholarship search.

As to whether or not you should apply for college early, it really depends on the school, but in
general, the sooner the better.  In terms of an early application, you’d be looking for phrases
such as “Early Decision” or “Early Action” to give you a timeline.  The U of I has rolling
admissions, which means that there isn’t a hard deadline.  WSU has January 31st as a priority
date, so you’d want to have your application in by then.  WSU also wants your FAFSA by
January 31, while the U of I would like it by December 1st to make decisions about financial aid.

If you finish your applications and FAFSA during or around the time of our College Application
Week, you should be okay for 95% of schools.  Feel free to ask if you think you’d like to do
these earlier, though.

Regarding the FAFSA, some folks are not planning on filling it out because they do not believe
they would qualify for financial aid.  However, we recommend that all seniors do it to see what’s
out there and to keep their options open.  The FAFSA is the only way to receive federal financial
aid of any kind, including grants, work-study, and loans.  Plus, many universities will only award
financial aid to students who have completed it, and it can even be a deciding factor for merit
scholarships as well.  We are not bluffing when we say we want 100% of the senior class to
complete the FAFSA.

Once you have your materials gathered, including tax returns, bank statements, and an FSA ID,
it should take less than one hour to complete the FAFSA.  The payoff for this hour could make a
huge difference over the next few years.

If a friend or loved one is in crisis, there is help available.
Call 911 if there is an imminent danger to self or others.

Idaho Suicide Prevention Hotline: 1-208-398-HELP (4357) [Call or Text]
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 1-800-273-TALK (8255) [Call]

The Crisis Text Line [Text 741741] can receive texts about any number of issues,
including isolation, anxiety, depression, self-harm, stress, abuse, grief, etc.


